FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact:

Maritza Arceo-Lopez/ Jorge Martinez
The Conroy Martinez Group
Tel: 305-445-7550
Email: maritza@conroymartinez.com

Miami Seaquarium Achieves
American Humane Conservation Certification
MIAMI, September 11, 2018 — Miami Seaquarium has received certification by American Humane, the
country’s first national humane organization and the world’s largest certifier of animal welfare and well-being,
through the American Humane Conservation program. The facility passed rigorous, independent third-party
audits to earn the certification.
As a result of meeting the many outcomes-based welfare requirements involved by the program, Miami
Seaquarium is joining a select group of fewer than two dozen leading zoos and aquariums in the United States
and fewer than one-half of one percent of all zoological institutions in the world to have earned this certification.
"We are honored to receive this conservation certification from American Humane,” said Eric Eimstad,
General Manager at Miami Seaquarium. “It is gratifying to receive the acknowledgment of such an esteemed
organization as American Humane for the treatment and care provided to our animals by our team of animal care
professionals and veterinarians.”
The American Humane Conservation program is the first certification program solely devoted to helping
verify the welfare, well-being and demonstrably humane treatment of animals living in zoos, aquariums, and
conservation centers across the globe. The program enforces rigorous, science-based and comprehensive criteria
for animal welfare, developed by an independent Scientific Advisory Committee comprised of world-renowned
leaders in the fields of animal science, animal behavior, and animal ethics.
“The public is rightly demanding that animals in human care are receiving objectively and verifiably
good treatment in conditions that meet scientifically based welfare criteria,” said Dr. Kwane Stewart, chief
veterinary officer for the American Humane Conservation program. “We commend Miami Seaquarium for
voluntarily opening their doors and undergoing exhaustive examinations including in-depth comprehensive
assessments of actual welfare conditions and practices for nearly 1,000 animals and intensive on-site assessments
by a team of independent auditors, including a marine mammal expert, a professor and animal psychology and
development expert specializing in marine mammals, and a fish and life support systems expert.

The American Humane Conservation program’s extensive criteria exhaustively verify the many
dimensions of animal welfare and well-being, with areas of evaluation including: excellent health, positive social
interactions within groups of animals, as well as between animals and handlers; safe environments, appropriate
air and water quality, lighting, sound levels, thermoregulation, and evidence of thorough preparation and
protocols established to prevent and manage medical or operational emergencies.

About the Miami Seaquarium
Miami Seaquarium is a marine-life park, located on the beautiful Biscayne Bay in South Florida that provides
visitors with a greater understanding and appreciation for marine life through shows, presentations and exhibits.
As an accredited member of the Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums, Miami Seaquarium exceeds
the standards of excellence for marine mammal care, husbandry, conservation and education. Miami Seaquarium
is owned and operated by Palace Entertainment, one of the leading leisure park operators in the United States.
Palace Entertainment owns and operates eight water parks, six theme parks, two animal parks, and five family
entertainment centers across 10 different states. For more information, please visit miamiseaquarium.com or
connect with us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
About American Humane
Founded in 1877, American Humane is the country's first national humane organization. For more information
about American Humane, please visit www.AmericanHumane.org.
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